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How to use this workbook

0 Watch the video once without stopping, then use this workbook to review each phrase.
a Repeat each French sentence out loud: first slowly, then at a more natural speed.
e Write your own sentence on the dotted line. This turns passive learning into active practice.

° Come back after a few days and use the practice pages as a quick review.

Level guide

| Al Basic phrases for everyday needs and simple sentences.
A2 Useful frames for plans, opinions and simple explanations.
' Bl More natural structures for advice, nuance and conversation.

Main lesson

50 reusable French phrases with two examples each. The level badge is a quick guide only — you can still learn
phrases from other levels whenever you're ready.

utly Keep a small notebook next to this workbook. Every time you write "your own sentence," you

turn a phrase you recognize into a phrase you can actually use in conversation.
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50 useful French phrases PHRASES 01-04 OF 50

J'ai besoin de... Al

| need...

J'ai besoin de ton aide.
I need your help.

J'ai besoin d'un peu de temps.
I need a little time.

NOTE Very useful in daily life.
YOUR TURN

Je voudrais... Al

| would like...

Je voudrais réserver une table pour ce soir.
I would like to book a table for tonight.

Je voudrais parler au responsable.
I would like to speak to the manager.

NOTE Polite request.
YOUR TURN

Je vais... Al
I'm going to...

Je vais prendre le bus.

I'm going to take the bus.

Je vais appeler le médecin.
I'm going to call the doctor.

NOTE Near future.
YOUR TURN

Je dois... Al

| have to...

Je dois partir maintenant.
I have to leave now.

Je dois faire les courses.
I have to go grocery shopping.

NOTE Common obligation.
YOUR TURN
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50 useful French phrases PHRASES 05-08 OF 50

@ Je peux...? Al

Canl...?

Je peux m'asseoir ici ?
Can | sit here?

Je peux te poser une question ?
Can | ask you a question?

NOTE Question pattern.

YOUR TURN
Est-ce que je peux...? Al
Canl..?

Est-ce que je peux entrer ?
Can | come in?

Est-ce que je peux payer par carte ?
Can | pay by card?

NOTE Clear beginner version.

YOUR TURN

Tuveux...? Al

Do you want...?

Tu veux venir avec moi ?
Do you want to come with me?

Tu veux boire quelque chose ?
Do you want something to drink?

NOTE Informal.
YOUR TURN

@ llya... Al

There is / there are...

Il y a beaucoup de monde.
There are a lot of people.

Il y a un probléme avec cet appareil.
There is a problem with this device.

NOTE Essential structure.
YOUR TURN
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50 useful French phrases

PHRASES 09-12 OF 50

C'est...
It's...

C'est trop cher.
It's too expensive.

C'est une bonne idée.
It's a good idea.

NOTE Basic but powerful.
YOUR TURN

Q Ce n'est pas...

It's not...

Ce n'est pas possible.
It's not possible.

Ce n'est pas grave.
It's not a big deal.

NOTE Negatives are useful; keep examples simple.
YOUR TURN

Je viens de...

I just...

Je viens de rentrer.
I just got home.

Je viens de recevoir ton message.
| just received your message.

NOTE Recent past.
YOUR TURN

Je suis en train de...

I'm currently... / I'm ... right now

Je suis en train de travailler.
I'm working right now.

Je suis en train de préparer le diner.
I'm making dinner right now.

NOTE Present progressive.
YOUR TURN
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50 useful French phrases

J'ai envie de...

| feel like...

J'ai envie de sortir.
| feel like going out.

J'ai envie de dormir.
| feel like sleeping.

NOTE Common spoken French.
YOUR TURN

@ Je n'ai pas envie de...
| don't feel like...

Je n'ai pas envie de cuisiner.
| don't feel like cooking.

Je n'ai pas envie d'en parler.
| don't feel like talking about it.

NOTE Useful opposite.
YOUR TURN

@ J'ai peur de...

I'm afraid of...

J'ai peur de me tromper.
I'm afraid of making a mistake.

J'ai peur de rater le train.
I'm afraid of missing the train.

NOTE Emotion + infinitive.
YOUR TURN

J'ai 'habitude de...

I'm used to...

J'ai I'habitude de me lever to6t.
I'm used to getting up early.

J'ai I'habitude de travailler seul.
I'm used to working alone.

NOTE Good B1 bridge.
YOUR TURN
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50 useful French phrases

PHRASES 17-20 OF 50

° Je n'ai pas le temps de...
| don't have time to...
Je n'ai pas le temps de t'expliquer.
I don't have time to explain.

Je n'ai pas le temps de faire ca.
| don't have time to do that.

NOTE Natural daily phrase.
YOUR TURN

Je cherche...

I'm looking for...

Je cherche la gare.
I'm looking for the train station.

Je cherche une solution.
I'm looking for a solution.

NOTE Travel/home.
YOUR TURN

Q Je pense que...

| think that...

Je pense que c'est possible.
I think it's possible.

Je pense qu'il va pleuvoir.
I think it's going to rain.
NOTE Opinion starter.
YOUR TURN

@ Je trouve que...
I find / | think...

Je trouve que c'est intéressant.
| think it's interesting.

Je trouve qu'il est ennuyeux.
I think he's boring.

NOTE More French than 'je pense' in many contexts.
YOUR TURN
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50 useful French phrases

6 Je crois que...

| believe / | think...

Je crois que tu as raison.
I think you're right.

Je crois qu'il est déja parti.
| think he has already left.

NOTE Softer uncertainty.
YOUR TURN

@ Je ne suis pas sdr que...

I'm not sure that...

Je ne suis pas sr que ce soit ouvert.
I'm not sure it's open.

Je ne suis pas sir qu'elle vienne.
I'm not sure she'll come.

NOTE Subjunctive appears naturally; no need to over-explain.
YOUR TURN

@ J'ai I'impression que...
| feel like... / | get the impression that...

J'ai l'impression qu'il est faché.
| get the impression he's angry.

J'ai l'impression que quelque chose ne va pas.

| feel like something is wrong.

NOTE Very natural.
YOUR TURN

Je me demande si...

| wonder if...

Je me demande s'il va venir.
| wonder if he will come.

Je me demande si c'est normal.
| wonder if that's normal.

NOTE Great conversation starter.
YOUR TURN
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50 useful French phrases

@ Ca dépend de...

It depends on...

Ca dépend de la météo.
It depends on the weather.

Ca dépend de ce que tu veux faire.
It depends on what you want to do.

NOTE Core B1 connector.
YOUR TURN

@ Le probléme, c'est que...

The problem is that...

Le probléme, c'est que je n'ai pas de voiture.
The problem is that | don't have a car.

Le probléme, c'est que c'est trop loin.
The problem is that it's too far.

NOTE Natural spoken structure.
YOUR TURN

Q Ce que je veux dire, c'est que...
What | mean is that...

Ce que je veux dire, c'est que c'est compliqué.
What | mean is that it's complicated.

Ce que je veux dire, c'est qu'il faut attendre.
What | mean is that we need to wait.

NOTE Useful for clarification.
YOUR TURN

Pour étre honnéte...

To be honest...

Pour étre honnéte, je suis un peu fatigué.
To be honest, I'm a little tired.

Pour étre honnéte, je ne suis pas d'accord.
To be honest, | don't agree.

NOTE Natural discourse marker.
YOUR TURN



50 useful French phruses PHRASES 29-32 OF 50

N L]
A mon avis... Bl
In my opinion...
A mon avis, c'est trop risqué.
In my opinion, it's too risky.

A mon avis, il vaut mieux partir tot.
In my opinion, it's better to leave early.

NOTE Opinion phrase.
YOUR TURN

Il vaut mieux... Bl
It's better to...

Il vaut mieux réserver avant.
It's better to book in advance.

Il vaut mieux ne rien dire.
It's better to say nothing.

NOTE Very useful.
YOUR TURN

Q Il faut que... BI

I / you / we have to... / need to...

Il faut que je parte bienté6t.
| have to leave soon.

Il faut que tu sois prudent.
You need to be careful.

NOTE Subjunctive, but teach as phrase.
YOUR TURN

Ce serait mieuxde... Bl

It would be better to...

Ce serait mieux de partir demain.
It would be better to leave tomorrow.

Ce serait mieux de l'appeler d'abord.
It would be better to call him/her first.

NOTE Polite suggestion.
YOUR TURN
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50 useful French phrases

@ Je préfere...

| prefer...

Je préfere rester a la maison.
| prefer to stay home.

Je préfére prendre le métro.
| prefer to take the metro.

NOTE Choice.
YOUR TURN

J'aimerais bien...

I would really like to...

J'aimerais bien visiter Lyon.
I'd really like to visit Lyon.

J'aimerais bien apprendre a cuisiner.
I'd really like to learn to cook.

NOTE Natural wish.
YOUR TURN

Je suis d'accord avec...

| agree with...

Je suis d'accord avec toi.
| agree with you.

Je suis d'accord avec cette décision.
| agree with this decision.

NOTE Opinion.
YOUR TURN

@ Je ne suis pas d'accord avec...

I don't agree with...

Je ne suis pas d'accord avec eux.
| don't agree with them.

Je ne suis pas d'accord avec cette idée.
| don't agree with this idea.

NOTE Useful contrast.
YOUR TURN



50 useful French phrases

Q Je comprends pourquoi...

| understand why...

Je comprends pourquoi tu es inquiet.
| understand why you're worried.

Je comprends pourquoi elle a refusé.
| understand why she refused.

NOTE Empathy.
YOUR TURN

@ Je ne comprends pas pourquoi...

| don't understand why...

Je ne comprends pas pourquoi c'est si cher.
I don't understand why it's so expensive.

Je ne comprends pas pourquoi il a dit ca.
| don't understand why he said that.

NOTE Problem/clarification.
YOUR TURN

@ Ca me fait penser a...

It reminds me of...

Ca me fait penser a mon enfance.
It reminds me of my childhood.

Ca me fait penser a un film que j'ai vu.
It reminds me of a movie | saw.

NOTE Conversation builder.
YOUR TURN

@ Je n'arrive pas a...

| can't... / | can't seem to...

Je n'arrive pas a dormir.
I can't sleep.

Je n'arrive pas a ouvrir la porte.
| can't open the door.

NOTE Very natural.
YOUR TURN



50 useful French phrases

J'ai du mal q...

| have trouble...

J'ai du mal a comprendre.
I have trouble understanding.

J'ai du mal a me concentrer.
I have trouble concentrating.

NOTE Great learner phrase.
YOUR TURN

@ Carisque de...

It might / It is likely to...

Carisque de prendre du temps.
It might take time.

Carisque de codter cher.
It might be expensive.

NOTE B1 natural.
YOUR TURN

@ Oon dirait que...
It looks like...
On dirait qu'il va pleuvoir.
It looks like it's going to rain.

On dirait que tu es fatigué.
It looks like you're tired.

NOTE Spoken French.
YOUR TURN

@ Ce n'est pas la peine de...

There's no pointin...

Ce n'est pas la peine de courir.
There's no point in running.

Ce n'est pas la peine de l'appeler.
There's no point in calling him/her.

NOTE Useful expression.
YOUR TURN



50 useful French phrases

Je te conseille de...

| advise you to...

Je te conseille de réserver maintenant.
| advise you to book now.

Je te conseille de parler plus lentement.

| advise you to speak more slowly.

NOTE Advice.
YOUR TURN

@ Je te propose de...

| suggest that we/you...

Je te propose de commencer demain.
| suggest we start tomorrow.

Je te propose de faire une pause.
| suggest we take a break.

NOTE Planning.
YOUR TURN

Q Je te promets que...

| promise you that...

Je te promets que je vais essayer.
| promise I'll try.

Je te promets que ce n'est pas grave.
| promise it's not a big deal.

NOTE Emotional/natural.
YOUR TURN

Je te tiens au courant.
I'll let you know / I'll keep you updated...

Je te tiens au courant demain.
I'll let you know tomorrow.

Je te tiens au courant dés que possible.
I'll let you know as soon as possible.

NOTE Fixed useful phrase.
YOUR TURN



50 useful French phrases

@ Ca m'arrange de... BI

It works for me to... / It's convenient for me to...

Ca m'arrange de partir plus toét.
It's convenient for me to leave earlier.

Ca m'arrange de faire ca vendredi.
It works for me to do that on Friday.

NOTE Planning.
YOUR TURN

@ Ca ne m'arrange pas de... Bl

It doesn't work for me to... / It's not convenient for me to...

Ca ne m'arrange pas de venir ce soir.
It doesn't work for me to come tonight.

Ca ne m'arrange pas de changer I'heure.
It's not convenient for me to change the time.

NOTE Natural scheduling phrase.
YOUR TURN

50 You've completed all 50 phrases!

Now put them into practice with the exercises below.

Practice exercises

Exercise 1 — Fill in the blank

1. J'ai besoin ton aide.

2. Je suis en train travailler.

3. Jeviens recevoir ton message.

4. Je pense c'est une bonne idée.

5. Il faut je parte bientot.

6. Je te conseille réserver maintenant.
7. Cadépend la météo.

8. Je me demande elle va venir.



Exercise 2 — Translate into French
1. | need a little time.

2. | would like to speak to the manager.

3. I think he is right.

4. | feel like something is wrong.

5. I suggest we take a break.

6. It's not convenient for me to come tonight.

Answer key
Exercise1 Exercise 2
1.de o 2.de o 3.de e 4.que o 5.que ¢ 6.de 1. J'ai besoin d'un peu de temps.
e 7.de o 8 si 2. Je voudrais parler au responsable.

3. Je pense qu'il a raison.
4. J'ai l'impression que quelque chose ne va pas.
5. Je te propose de faire une pause.

6. Ca ne m'arrange pas de venir ce soir.

f“ii Want more French practice?

Watch the full video lesson and download more free resources at youfrench.com — Learn
French with Escargot.
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